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A Task Scheduling Method for Embedded Multicore Systems

LV Peng-wei, LIU Cong-xin, SHENG Xu-bang

(Xi'an Institute of Microelectronics Technology, Xi'an 710065, China)

Abstract: For the limited resources of the embedded multi-core processor, a task scheduling method based on
software pipelining was proposed. The workload. communication overhead and storage resource of this method are
modeled as an integer linear programming formulation, and by implementing load balance, reducing inter-core
communication and optimizing the usage of storage on-chip to improve application performance. This method is

experimented on the Revealer processor, and results show that this method improves program performance compared

with other task scheduling method, and can be better adapted to the embedded multicore processor.
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2.1 Revealer AbIBZEZEH
Revealer b HER A BN A T 1 — KT 7]
W FHATIS Y 22 4% DSP 4B g8 . N & 16 AN [H 44
DSP #% . #% 3 ¢ 2D-meshed NoC [# £ 5.1 , % i
oA A4 & DSP JA 4 B I AAVA 774 (Local
Storage, LS) . FAGT A7 R BUWG Wb 45 440 » B4 A7 i 55
B X 20T B EliE ik DMA A] DL Tid A
Kl 1 s,

PE, PE, PE| PE|
task,| task [« -
Other Runtime library
PE, PE, PE] Devices ||| FOST| [Drivers

PE,
Local Memory
PE, PE, PE,, PE,, =Y
(64kB)
PE,, PE,4 Shared Memory
(128 MB)

B 1 Revealer &bIEZZ %24
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(Massively Parallel Processing) . Jiiit58. . 21T & %5
Z s TR B TR EA SRS A I TR R /R
RO Z it S, o, a8 /1 s ]
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KI5 S 2% ] A TR F A A 32 /3
RSB 55 20 3 20 1 < & e A (it
o) S HORSE LA HE 16 A& MK IR R iz
B, M AL o] B A4 DSP Ab B8 4% P9 3 % 1R A1) A
Rk v A DSP AL B AZ R TR, AT
IR ARG Z8 708 Revealer ZAZAL Hl4s
i) DSP fij #7 & b 3 2% %2 56 PE (Processor Ele-
ment).

2.2 MPMD iR

MPMD J2 P4 22 i ft, 5~ 5 AR W 5T i T & 1) —
PR, Hog A TG 5 2 bl C S
Ji& A SRV RE Y LR S 5 Ry I 3 e 4 1Y %
SR A AT R B p AR 5 B, I i T5 3]
5 (source-to-source) 4 i g ) P8 SCAFHEA T G i A A
kernel (fF:55 R B8 » FF A A kernel 22 [] 1Y B 408 A<
Bl YA AT I 12171 E (runtime library) 23 H 40
Bdl Z 18] A A OC R kernel 47 BE. MPMD

S i 13 R GRS AN T SR HSCHR Ik 2 2 11%) G B 2
pragma stream start” 1 # pragma stream end”, 3
70 FH AR P o Rl DL AT ik Ak B A AR DX 8, G &l 2
7R,

int A1[20], A2[20],A3[20],B[20] C[20]D[20], (stage,PE)

OUT[64];

#pragma stream task (0,PE,)
Func_A inout(A1[20],A2[20]) input(A3[20])

#pragma stream task (0,PE,) (F_““'m

Func_B inout(B[20]) input(A1[20],A1[20])
#pragma stream task
Func_C output(C[20]) input(B[20])

¥
(1.DMA, ) [BMA]
main() { (2,PE,)

rue  false e, i
F € 2,PE,) (Func E
#pragma stream start ¢ o

for(...) {
Func_A(Al, A2,A3); G,DMA)
Func_B(B, Al, A2);
eoatre (75 (TED) (75
Func_C(C, B);
(5.DMA)
(6,PE,)
\J

Func_D(D, C);
(a) (b)

} else { Func_E(D, B);}
Func F(OUT, D); }
#pragma stream end

}
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FEALHY A . Revealer Z A% A0 B 4% 12 4T ik A 2L SE I
ZRBAERSE Hrp— 1817 34 (Main thread)
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[o]1]2] [o]1]2] VE#R &t s 2 & Y. 0— 1 A8 & dueop =1

vages o T i, BT S« FIFESS 0 2 77 % DMA 8, < u,
g v > FIRAES N R Z R, BEIE A
nsecs (1 TRARPE S B d,., = 0, ARZER (D k.
: duvoy = LOnyy —m,, +1)/2] 4
(ISR PERS (OB PE e FTRPINE 500 Z NG TP . B 4o
P o WIIES - (B AR AT ST 11
PE, PE, .

stage 0 7@ DYty Kdy, X 2 <1 (5)

stage 1 @ (u.vy€E B

3.1.3 K L AHAErRA

stage2 u DMA

stage3 u DMA

stage4 u DMA v

)

(O FAFRK
B3 EESRRERAREF

(25T IR/ ME. RIS AGEAE T E R 2 R 2%
6 CO) FR A 55 WS 7 SRR T IR AR PR S4B/
iy 115

(33 R B AP R G AL B Y stage, AT LA
ol A% ] 1) 368 £ B % buffer i) 4 AT D Fr
AR AR S A VT TR PR RE.
3.1 MCPEM &%/ ILP /518

MCPEM 532 iy B i B i S B 1] A - 1 38
7 T8 A T AR IR ok R At R Ay R e 1 A A
J7 & (Integer Linear Programming, ILP).
.11 fE4eXlak PE #45H
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S PRAFAZ |
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w(v) FRES v B TAERE L EAL B p 1Y)
BATHS [ AN REE H AR K 1Y ) sl 11,
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Dlw(w)Xm,, <11 (2
v=0
iR B A
Min I (3)
3.1.2  BAZTTAH IR

RBUEST o BT BCEN AL BEAS p b T w ATE p

125 v WHTERES S5 w € P(o) WBdEA =% AT
% v G 4k 4w € SCo) NEHRIH . st T
% v I BUE  sd oo Tl sd o 53 FRRAE S 0w Ho 2
] \o 5 w Z B0 8 15 45 AE 1 B B (i, DMA 4844
) stage B 0 (6) FX (D).

N—1
st, = max{sd,.} + E ooy (6)
u€ P(v) »=0
N—1
min{sd...} = st,+ O duy D
we S(v) »=0

PE ) R A g R B B 45 44 , 48 2 fri 5 5L
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TER A MCPEM J5 # 2Z Hij » 22 X0 B8 it I vh i)
115545 SF DMA &5 5T stage IR, Q0530325 1 f
. BN G=(V, EDFEATHHAMIER 85 3k
1 JEAT stage WRAEL (R p B8 A7 o n 250
TH P& . d e DMA #2:4E.

FE T A G A4S RIRE stage
AL RGP sl EbASI LA K PE 1R 545
itk T G RS SR stage;

1. BEGIN

2. FOR all node n in L. DO

3. FOR all parent p of node n DO

4 IF PE_Assign(p) | = PE_Assign(n) THEN
5 Temp_stage = StagePE[ p |42

6 StageDMA[ edge(p,n) ]= StagePE[ p]+1;
7. ELSE Temp_stage = StagePE[ p];

8 END IF

9 IF Temp_stage >>Current_stage THEN

10. Current_stage = Temp_stage[ n];
11. END IF

12.  END FOR

13.  StagePE[n]= Current_stage;

14. END FOR

MCPEM 5 g B i vt 18 VR i AL 8 B2 7 52
VE Mkt BAR S R LU R LA

(D ARG 105

(2) sk i (1) ~ (5) 4k 4% PE % PE_
Sched, 8 J5 #E A (11D 5

(3)#5 PE_Sched=a., | II=11 » (1+1%).i&
(8] (1) 2k 252 Ab 34 5 5 DU PR 8509 1 % Ak L 6 1 B
22 PE_Sched H1#) kernel 4% 55 1% & stage, SR dEA
HIRAV);

(A (TTD H e 45 110 b B8 I8 B 7 58 S FL A T
1) stage fRA(6) ~ (12) J FE , 5% T 1 45 s
2 A VD) s A ETEAN T LR B 45 8
W HIIA MemOverFlow £4 1, SR E A (V) 5

G B EE 2 %F MemOverFlow §1 DMA
stage HEATIAL  FEA (VD 5

() IRAFHE J7 R PE_Sched f stage 4% 5, &
4k

T Revealer b FRZR ) PE |9 R 7 6 LS
AR B L2500 PE A XA s T EA T BIR ], 4% 1
AN R A HR A PE fin A F] MemOverFlowPE £ £
R BN stage [IARER IS /D PE Ry 74t 45 [A]
(A3t . ELAA IR RE 41 an B3 2 BFR, SreDMAL
1 DstDMALJ J735i] 2273 DMA $#8A4F #9 J5 25 s f H
(45 i PE_Assign (SrcDMALJ D) 375 IR 25 5 e
() PE,FreeMemForPE[ p J3R/R AL HLHIT p 7T %%
BIAiE a5 8] s FreeMemOfSrcPE (PE_ Assign (SreD-
MALd ) s IR 45 s 72 ) PE _E o] ] 19 A7 i
25 [H].

L 2 stage P ICTT AL
wWACTRE G, 84 MemOverFlowPE;
i B G S R RNIT stage;
1. FOR all PE p in MemOverFlowPE DO
2. FOR all input DMA d of p DO
3. IF (PE_Assign(SrcDMA[d ) ! = p&.&.StagePE[ p | —
StageDMA[d ]>>1) THEN

4. Addto(DMAStageOpt[ p] , d);

5. FreeMemForPE[ p ]+ = FreeMemOfSrcPE (PE _
Assign(SreDMA[d])) ;

6. END IF

7. END FORS.
[p]—Mem[ p ) THEN
9. Addto(PEStageOptQue, p);

10.  SpilledBuffer] p |= BufferUsed[ p]—Mem[ p |;

11. ENDIF

12. END FOR

13. SortByCanAllocMem(PEStageOptQue, SpilledBuffer)

14. FOR PEStageOptQue ! = NULL DO

15.  PE p=getNextStageOptQue() ;

16.  SortByDMANeedsBuffer(DMAStageOpt[ p];

17. FOR all DMA d in DMAStageOpt[ p] DO

18. IF (BufferUsed[ p |<<Mem[ p |) THEN break;

19. FOR PE_ Assign(SreDMA[d])! = p&.&.StagePE
[ p]—StageDMA[d]>1 DO

IF (FreeMemForPE[ p | > BufferUsed

20. IF (buffer (d) + BufferUsed [ p | << Mem
[p]) THEN

21. StageDMA(d) ++3

22. BufferUsed[ SrcDMA[ d | |+=buffer(d) ;

23. BufferUsed[ DstDMA[ d ] ]—=buffer(d) ;

24, ELSE break;

25. END IF

26. END FOR

27. END FOR

28.  DelPE(p, PEStageOptQue) ;

29.  UpdateStageOptQue(PEStageOptQue) ;
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30. END FOR

L2 W5 1~T AT p A il A DMA
PEVET stage AT LLIHEE A DMA, DL KRBT A X T p 45
SRR O AE B A 1] 5 5 8~ 11 4% AT i % (g A7 i
23 (B R F N A7 25 (] A Ab BT p, SRS A H
PEStageOptQue BRI H AEFFAL R, IEIHIA p Ui 1
FEAfZs B K/ 55 13 17 PEStageOptQue BAF H )
PE $i¢ i H 1) A7 25 18] e KBV AT HET » s
23[R PE G0 e b4 T I8 %8 5 25 14~ 31 475
PEStageOptQue 1 [ &b BB IT p T 4 R 14 4 A
DMA # stage #E47 403, 58 16 T SortByDMA-
NeedsBuffer (DMAStageOpt [ p ) R ## — ¥k DMA
LR IR TE 2L buffer K/, XHACBRERTT p FTA (14
A DMA SE17HERR SR JG FE5R 17~ 28 17 i BRI 7
HKIRXF DMA (1) stage FEATIH%E 55 28~29 17 BR
B 2 4b B3t 19 4b BB 5T p. SRS T B PESta-
geOptQue PAFI].
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